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Administration

Animal care

Beauty and wellbeing

Business and finance

Computing, technology and digital

Construction and trades

Creative and Media

Delivery and storage

Healthcare

Emergency and uniform services

Engineering and maintenance

Environment and land

Government services

Home services

Hospitality and food

Law and legal

Managerial

Manufacturing

Retail and sales

Science and research

Social care

Sports and leisure

Teaching and education

Transport

Travel and tourism
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https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-categories/administration
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-categories/animal-care
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-categories/beauty-and-wellbeing
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-categories/computing-technology-and-digital
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-categories/construction-and-trades
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-categories/creative-and-media
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-categories/delivery-and-storage
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-categories/healthcare
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-categories/engineering-and-maintenance
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-categories/emergency-and-uniform-services
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-categories/environment-and-land
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-categories/government-services
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-categories/administration
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-categories/hospitality-and-food
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-categories/law-and-legal
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-categories/managerial
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-categories/manufacturing
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-categories/retail-and-sales
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-categories/science-and-research
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-categories/social-care
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-categories/sports-and-leisure
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-categories/teaching-and-education
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-categories/transport
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-categories/travel-and-tourism


Moving onto an apprenticeship

You have to be over 16 years old to begin an


apprenticeship pathway. 

Entry requirements vary, securing your five GCSEs at


grade 9 to 4/A* to C — including English and Maths


will increase your choice and opportunity of securing


an apprenticeship pathway. 

If you do not possess the grades you will need to show


you have the ability to complete the programme and


secure your English and Maths functional skills, this


varies across training providers, employers, and job


roles.

An apprenticeship usually takes between one


and three years to complete. Learning can be


completed on the job, online, or in a classroom.

Government research shows the majority of


apprentices (85%) stay in employment. A third of all


apprentices received a promotion within a year of


finishing, and in their lifetime can earn £150,000


more than their peers without an apprenticeship. 

What next?

Applying for apprenticeships  

Research the apprenticeship


thoroughly. You’ll need to know the role


inside-out for your application and any


possible interviews – you can research


job roles on our website. Check if


there’s a number you can call for an


informal chat about the role – don’t be


afraid to ask questions if you’re unsure


about anything.

Making Applications

Make sure you tailor your application to


the job you’re applying for. Tie in your


experiences and hobbies with what


you’ll be doing in the apprenticeship.


For example, if you’re applying for an


apprenticeship in engineering, talk


about relevant projects you’ve worked


on in science or maths.
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https://www.ucas.com/further-education/apprenticeships-and-traineeships



There are four levels of apprenticeship available as progression into

employment intermediate, advanced, higher and degree. 

They all involve a work-based learning programme and lead to nationally


recognised qualifications.

Intermediate apprenticeships are level 2 qualifications and are


equivalent to GCSE passes at grades 4–9 

Advanced apprenticeships are level 3 qualifications and are equivalent


to A level passes.

Higher apprenticeships lead to qualifications at level 4 and above.

A degree apprenticeship involves gaining a university degree while you


work (level 6 or above).

https://targetcareers.co.uk/

Apprenticeship Levels 
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The national minimum wage (NMW) from April 2020 is £4.81 per an hour


for apprentices aged 16–17 and apprentices aged 19 and over who are

in their first year, less than the NMW for other employees of the same


age. After the first year, apprentices aged over 19 are due the NMW for


their age, which is currently:

 £4.81 (if you're under 18)

 £6.83 (if you're 18 to 20)

 £9.18 (if you're 21 to 22)

 £9.50 (if you're 23 and over).

Apprenticeship Pay

Apprenticeships 02

Source: https://targetcareers.co.uk/ 

https://www.gov.uk/national-minimum-wage-rates



Apprenticeship Search Sites 

National Apprenticeship Service

https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/appren


tice/real-stories#

UCAS

https://careerfinder.ucas.com/jobs/apprent


iceship/

FIND Apprenticeships

https://www.findapprenticeships.co.uk/

Not going to Uni (NGTU)

https://www.notgoingtouni.co.uk/opportunit


ies/apprenticeships

ACTIVATE Apprenticeships

https://activateapprenticeships.co.uk/beco


me-an-apprentice/apply-for-an-


apprenticeship/

JobManji

http://www.jobmanji.co.uk/

Jobsite

https://www.jobsite.co.uk/

Gov.uk

https://www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.


uk/apprenticeshipsearch

JOB BOARDS 

Jobs go public
https://www.jobsgopublic.com NHS jobs

https://www.jobs.nhs.uk/

Monster 

https://www.monster.co.uk/

White Hat

https://whitehat.org.uk/

All top bananas UK

https://www.allthetopbanana


s.com/

Careerjet

https://www.careerjet.co.uk/

Total Jobs

https://www.totaljobs.com/

REED 

https://www.reed.co.uk/
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https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/apprentice/real-stories
https://careerfinder.ucas.com/jobs/apprenticeship/
https://www.findapprenticeships.co.uk/
https://www.notgoingtouni.co.uk/opportunities/apprenticeships
https://activateapprenticeships.co.uk/become-an-apprentice/apply-for-an-apprenticeship/
http://www.jobmanji.co.uk/
https://www.jobsite.co.uk/
https://www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk/apprenticeshipsearch
https://www.jobsgopublic.com/
https://www.jobs.nhs.uk/
https://www.monster.co.uk/
https://whitehat.org.uk/
https://www.allthetopbananas.com/
https://www.careerjet.co.uk/
https://www.totaljobs.com/
https://www.reed.co.uk/


Going to University

University or college – gain valuable skills and a qualification

to help you follow your chosen career. UK higher education

(HE) offers a diverse range of courses and qualifications,

such as: 

- first degrees

- higher national diplomas (HNDs)

- foundation degrees. 

It includes any qualification at Level 4 - 7 and above. 

Most courses are taught in universities, but plenty are taught

at colleges, and specialist course providers including

business schools, and agricultural colleges.

What next?

Why university?

Going to university is a great way to

expand your knowledge, meet new


people, and enjoy new experiences. This


page contains the key information you


need to decide whether university is


right for you.

What's involved

increase your knowledge 

get your first true taste of


independence and freedom

gain a qualification that’s


internationally recognised

develop the essential skills you’ll


need in your career and working life

increase your earning potential

experience student life

University isn't just about learning, the


experience will enrich your life. 

You will:

Source: https://www.ucas.com
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 Register via apply 1.

3. Choosing your course

 

Click here to watch a video.

2. Student finance 

Click here for more info.

Source: (https://www.ucas.com/

Click here to watch a video.

University - applying03

https://youtu.be/Qtv4Wm02C2A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c5DFKzrdzfo
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-university/filling-your-ucas-undergraduate-application
https://youtu.be/Qtv4Wm02C2A
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-university/filling-your-ucas-undergraduate-application
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c5DFKzrdzfo


4. Personal statement

This is your chance to show universities and colleges why you want to study the course


and why you'd make a great student. It might take a while until you’re happy with it and


you’ve checked it through with teachers, advisers or family, so it’s a good idea to start


early.

5. Reference

A reference is a written recommendation from a teacher, adviser or professional who


knows you academically. Everyone needs a reference, unless you get permission from


your chosen universities and colleges. You must have a completed reference on your


application before it is sent to us

The application fee is £20 if you’re applying to just one course, or £25 for multiple


courses and for late applications sent after 30 June 2020. 

For 2021 entry, the application fee is £20 for a single choice, or £26 for more than one


choice. Trouble paying for your application? 

6. Tariff  Points

UCAS Tariff points translate your qualifications and grades into a numerical value. Many


qualifications (but not all) have a UCAS Tariff value, which will vary dependent on the


qualification size, and the grade you achieved.

Use the UCAS tariff calculator to see what your qualifcations are worth

Click here to


watch a video

Source: (https://www.ucas.com/

University - applying03

https://www.ucas.com/ucas/tariff-calculator
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-university/writing-personal-statement/how-write-personal-statement


When is results day?

A level /BTEC results day is usually early to mid August.

What happens next

Hopefully you'll get the exam grades you need, but if you just miss out, the university


or college might accept you anyway. You might get a place on either your firm or


insurance choice, depending how well your exams go. You might be offered an


alternative by the university/college – a 'changed course offer' (which you'll need to


accept or decline). You might not get a place, but you can search through the


'clearing service' to see what courses still have vacancies. If no decisions are showing,


give your universities or colleges a call to find out more

Click here


to watch a


video.

Source: (https://www.ucas.com)

Once you've been accepted

it’s a good idea to spend some time preparing to start your course 

Be ready for the start of term 

make sure you’ve looked in to managing your money, travel arrangements, course

materials and where to find support once you arrive on campus.

Once your place at uni is confirmed you don't need to do anything further in Track. 

Track will display your Confirmation letter.

Preparations: 

University - Results Day03

Click here for more info.

https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/results-confirmation-and-clearing/ucas-undergraduate-results
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/results-confirmation-and-clearing/ucas-undergraduate-results
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-university/filling-your-ucas-undergraduate-application


Better than expected?

If you got better exam results than expected, and met and exceeded the

conditions of your firm choice, you could take a look at the UCAS

Adjustment service to see if there's anything else you'd like to study. If you're

happy with your first choice then stick with that. However, with the Adjustment

service you can see what other options there might be.

Click here more


information

Things didn't go to plan

If things don't go to plan...Find info about exam reviews and appeals – you'll need to try to arrange


the review as quickly as possible, and keep in touch with your university or college to keep them up-


to-date. Look for course vacancies in our Clearing service, or look into other options – like a gap


year, work or an apprenticeship – either instead of higher education, or just while you reapply for


next year. 

Click here for a list of alternatives

Source: (https://www.ucas.com)

University - Results Day03

https://www.ucas.com/ucas/undergraduate/apply-and-track/results/ucas-adjustment-if-youve-done-better-expected
https://www.ucas.com/alternatives/alternatives-higher-education
https://www.ucas.com/ucas/undergraduate/apply-and-track/results/ucas-adjustment-if-youve-done-better-expected


What is clearing?

you’re applying after 30 June

you didn’t receive any offers (or none you wanted to accept) 

you didn’t meet the conditions of your offers

you’ve declined your firm place using the ‘decline my place’ button in Track

Clearing is how universities and colleges fill any places they still have on their courses. It's an ideal


way for you to find another course. You find courses (with vacancies) that interest you, and contact


universities or colleges directly, to see if they will offer you a place.

You can use Clearing if:

Are you eligible for clearing?

Your exams didn’t go as well as expected and you haven’t been accepted by your current university choices.

You didn’t meet the conditions of the offers you received.

You didn’t receive any offers for a course from a university.

You want a place at a university but haven’t yet applied. 

You rejected an offer because you changed your mind about your chosen course or location

If the following scenarios apply to you, you will be eligible to apply for your chosen course through Clearing.

You will be eligible if:

Click here for


more

information

University - Clearing03

https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/results-confirmation-and-clearing/what-clearing
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/results-confirmation-and-clearing/what-clearing


Where is my clearing track number 

UCAS deadlines

University decisions and offers

Clearing FAQ

Paying for my application

Where to apply for student finance

Managing Money

Tariff Calculator

Criminal Convictions

Unsure? chat to students who are studying your course

Supporting your mental wellbeing 

Source: https://www.ucas.com

University - Clearing FAQs03

https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/results-confirmation-and-clearing/what-clearing
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/results-confirmation-and-clearing/what-clearing
https://www.ucas.com/events/2020-entry-deadline-all-ucas-undergraduate-courses-except-those-15-october-deadline-348826
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/after-you-apply/ucas-undergraduate-types-offer
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/results-confirmation-and-clearing/what-clearing/clearing-faqs
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/results-confirmation-and-clearing/what-clearing#faqs
https://www.gov.uk/apply-online-for-student-finance
https://www.ucas.com/finance/managing-money
https://www.ucas.com/ucas/tariff-calculator
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-university/criminal-convictions-what-you-need-know
https://www.ucas.com/chat-to-students
https://www.cwmt.org.uk/clearing
https://www.cwmt.org.uk/clearing


WHAT  TO  DO  IF  YOU’RE UNHAPPY  WITH  YOUR RESULTS

Student guide to post-16 qualifications results

Results - Support04

You should first speak to your school or college. It’s important that you understand on what basis


you can and can’t appeal your results when deciding your next steps. Only your school or college


can submit an appeal on your behalf.

What if my school or college won’t submit an appeal on my behalf? 

If your school or college won’t submit an appeal to the exam board on your behalf, it must have a process in place


for you to ask for a review of that decision. You should first raise this with your school or college. If you wish to


complain, you should speak to the exam board for further guidance. 

Do I have to sit exams in all of my subjects? 

No. You can choose to take as many subjects in the autumn as you want to. But if you want to take a particular


subject, you will need to take all the exam papers in that subject. 

Who will enter me for the exams?

The Department for Education has confirmed that the school or college that entered you for exams in the summer

is responsible for entering you in the autumn. The exception to this is if you are moving school or college in the


autumn and will be continuing to study English or maths because you achieved a grade 3 or below. In that case you


should speak to your new school or college who will arrange entries for you. 



Student guide to post-16 qualifications results

WHAT  TO  DO  IF  YOU’RE UNHAPPY  WITH  YOUR RESULTS

Results - Support04

If I take exams in the autumn will I still be able to start my college or university course? 

You should speak to the relevant institution directly as they make their own admission decisions. In many cases, students who


sit these examinations will be looking at starting their college or university studies in the following autumn term. An exception to


this is where a course has a January or February start date and, in this case, you may be able to start right away. The best advice


is to contact the university or college for specific information. 

What are the resit exam dates?

AS and A Levels - typically during the month of October

Deadline for entry: A Levels - Typically early September

Please look online for the specific dates for your year* 

For more information and support


please download the government


guidance with support from your


coach. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/907493/Student_Guide_Summer_2020_6.8.2020_12.30.pdf


Student guide to post-16 qualifications results
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Exam Results Helpline from the National Careers Service:

To speak to a professionally qualified careers adviser for


advice on next steps. 

0800 100 900 

Lines open from 8am to 10pm

7 days a week. 

Calls are free from landlines and most mobiles.

nationalcareers.service.gov.uk 

Speak to your coach

If your coach is not available pop us a text or email and we can get someone to get in contact with you: 

Call or text Esra our Youth Engagement Officer on 07341 832005. We can call you back to get you the right support. 

You can email Esra on: esra.mansour@thinkforward.org.uk

For additional support and information you can follow us on: @thinkforwarduk

For additional support and information you can follow us on: @ThinkForwardUK

https://www.instagram.com/thinkforwarduk/
https://twitter.com/ThinkForwardUK
http://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/
http://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/

